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West of Fife Province AGM 16th of April 2019 at Fife Ice Arena, Kirkcaldy

Apologies
Trish Petrie (Dunfermline Ladies)
In Memorandum
Roger Abbott (Boreland CC)
Minutes from last meeting:
Approved without any corrections, proposed by B Anderson (Boreland) Seconded by A Noble (Dunfermlline)
Matters Arising

Presidents Report
Alastair Nobel gave his report as president of West Fife Province
Treasurers report: No subs required for this year as there was no tour fund to be collected on behalf of the area. 

Secretary Report & Season’s results and presentations of trophies
Bank of Scotland CC as winners of the Province Mixed KO competition represented the Province at the Scottish Province Championships 
They won one game (defeating Glasgow) and therefore did not progress beyond section C
Zermatt- The Zermatt competition took place on the 10th of December. East Fife won the event comfortably by 81 points to 50. Dunfermline, Inverkeithing team playing at 8pm and Boreland CC were the only west fife province teams to be victorious. Balcaskie CC from East Fife province took home the Zermatt
Waldie Griffiths 2018-19
In the Waldie Griffith fixture against Renfrewshire XII Province took place at Kinross on the 3rd of March this year. Dalgety Bay, Boreland and Raith and Abbotshall provided teams against Reform, Dalry and Gourock.  Renfrewshire XII won 2 games to 1 but West Fife province won by 17 points to 14. Win was for Dalgety Bay

North vs South Fife Bonspiel (Area 10)
Fife and Kinross vs Perth Bonspiel (Area 10)
Inter Province Bonspiel (Area 10): 
Inter Province League (Area 10):  
George Sinclair (AREA1 10):  

Moving on to domestic Scene, the Secretary reported that: -
The Province League was not quite as close as last year. Bank of Scotland went undefeated with a total of 13 points, +16 ends and +22 points, Inverkeithing 2nd with 9 points +7 ends and +16 points, Boreland, Dunfermline and Dalgety Bay all finished on 8 points were in but Boreland having superior points ends up in 3rd place. Province trophy presented to _____________ of Bank of Scotland
The Mixed Knock Final was contested between Raith & Abbotshall and Boreland 2. The Raith & Abbotshall rink of Peter Brown (skip), Alan Findlay, Phillipe Chue Hong, and Ron Page won by 11 points to 5. Province Rosebowl presented H Mitchell is absent of any of the winning team
The Ladies Knock Out was competed for by Aberdour and Raith and Abbotshall Ladies. In a reversal of last year’s results Aberdour prevailed in a close and entertaining game 7 points to 6.  
The Province Bonspiel had a good turnout. The winners were Raith and Abbotshall CC with a score +16. The team was skipped by Arnott Hepburn, supported by G Keith, R MacLed and J Mason. Raith and Abbotshall Ladies CC was second with a score of +11. Medal had yet to arrive from Scottish Curling but will be delivered as soon as it arrives
The Province Pairs competition was contested between Dunfermline and Aberdour CC. The Dunfermline club consisting of Stewart Barr and Albert Rae defeated Jim Barton and Bill Rennie by a score of 8-6. Pairs Trophy collected by 


Secretary Report
I’ve mentioned it before but thank you to all the curlers who represented West of Fife Province in these games. You made my first experience of being part of a tour one a fairly stress free one, despite trying to organise things from various parts of the world. You all showed up on time (although the people who live closest to the rink cut it mighty fine!) and I hope you all enjoyed the experience.   
This year as a province we have had a strong representation in our province competitions and certainly extending onto area 10 competition where we are often the province who enters the most teams. It certainly makes my life easier to have a willing and able bunch of clubs who are always keen to enter and participate in matches and I hope that continues into next and upcoming seasons. My personal thanks go out to all the club secretaries who have kept their members informed and have provided me with quick replies. Thanks to Stuart Rennie of Dunfermline CC who was able to find a team at short notice for the Waldie Griffiths even if ultimately the team was not required. 
Area 10 Report
Abolish Area Committee and replace it with a members’ forum with 2 members from each of the 22 rinks meeting 3 times a year. The proposal will not be going to the AGM. 
The ASC deemed a “toothless body” with a proposal being split into two parts. One section the RCCC the second section Sport Scotland
The Blue Blazers are no longer being produced, Brooks brothers may be the preferred provider but Sport Scotland do not like the design
RCCC AGM will take place of the 15th of June in Perth
Reminded that West Fife needs a rep to represent on the ASC for next year 2020-21
Kirkcaldy Curling School Report
Bill Creevey gave a report regarding the KCS. 
Thank you President , Brother and Sister Curlers 
Once again it has been a very busy season for the Coaching School and things are looking positive. 
Try Curling 
We ran 2 Try Curling sessions this season, each of these had a Junior session as well. 28 people attended the first one in September 10 signed up for the Beginner’s Course and 6 of them joined the Virtual Club. 
The second Try Curling event had 14 at the Junior session, the most we have ever had and 8 participants for the later sessions, 4 people signed up for the Beginner's Course and 2 joined the Virtual Club. 
We will be holding 2 Try Curling sessions next season and hope to encourage more people to participate. 


Junior Club 
The Junior Club sessions were run most Wednesday evenings and during the season the numbers have risen with 16 – 18 regular attendees. A few of the children from the Curling's Cool programme have been coming back to the Junior Club which is very encouraging. 
We hope next season to set up teams within the club and possibly play against other Ice rink Junior Clubs or enter some Junior Competitions. 
The Curling's Cool programme has changed to allow more schools to attend, each class now has one 2 hour session per school. There were 10 schools this season with a total of 413 children, quite a few of them returning back to the Junior Club the same night. 
Next season we are looking to run Curling's Cool sessions for the local Secondary Schools, this is at the planning stages at the moment but we are hoping to work with Fife College to deliver this. To run this initiative we will need some extra assistance from any of you Curlers who have some spare time on a Wednesday afternoon. 
This season the Coaching School has been funding 50% of the cost of the Curling's Cool programme due to cuts in the Primary Schools budgets and will continue to do so again. 
I think the coverage by the Media including live streaming of the World Championships, Juniors, Wheel Chairs and the Scottish Championships has played a major part in the increased numbers, a golden opportunity which has been embraced by the Try Curling Initiative. 
Fife Active Schools 
Fife Active Schools continue to support our Curling's Cool and Junior Club programmes and while their budget is tight they may be able to assist us with funding for equipment. 
Inclusive Curling 
Harry Mitchell and his team held regular sessions for people with various levels of disability. The Inclusive Curling was very successful last season, there were 5 schools attending with a total of 32 pupils. Adults from various Community centres also attended, with an average of 15 participants. They thoroughly enjoyed themselves and felt a genuine sense of achievement, as Harry says this is a social service which is not going to produce world class curlers but more about what Curling should be, having fun competing on the Ice. 
Corporate 
There were a few groups who had a Try Curling evening, everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and may come back for more at the start of the new season. 
Cubs/Scouts 
We had 3 groups of Cub/ Scout groups who came along 70 attended between the 3 groups and all had a great time and some may come back for another session next season. There was another group who we could not fit in this time who would like to come next season. 


Virtual Club 
The Virtual Club continues to flourish but we are down on numbers with 17 members, 4 of them are due to leave as their 2 years are up, there are 3 people from the recent beginner's course who have joined. This season I organized a series of friendly games against mainstream clubs in the West and East Fife Province, 17 clubs took part and the feedback has been very positive and I am sure some of the clubs have recruited new members already. 
They have played against Virtual teams from Kinross and Dundee, both at Kirkcaldy and away and played in a few bonspiels this season. Recently 1 rink played in the National Virtual Club Challenge at Braehead they all played well and had some very close games only losing out by inches and just failed to make the Semi Finals, they are looking forward to a return match in September. 
One of the aims of the friendly games is to encourage clubs to send novice skips and players to play against the Virtual Club, with this in mind there will be a Coach at these games to help both the mainstream and the Virtual clubs on each rink. 
I have circulated a form, if you are keen to participate next season with the friendly games please put in a contact name tel. no. and email address and I will get in touch. 
Coaching Clinic 
We held a Tactics seminar run by Scottish Curling in October, it was well attended and very informative. 
The Future 
Next season we plan to run a similar programme with maybe a few tweaks, but no major changes. 
The Coaching School is not there just for the new curlers, we are also there to help all curlers of any age or ability. We do not run any drop in Coaching sessions now, but if a club wants to book practice Ice and wants some Coaching, please get in touch or you are more than welcome to join in some of the Virtual Club coaching sessions. 
As you can see the Coaching School can be very busy at times and at times our resources are very stretched. This season has been a real strain on the coaches and we have lost 2 coaches for next season already. We are desperately needing more Helpers / Coaches or we may have to cut some of our programmes. Please if you would like to put something back into the sport and have some spare time we are always looking for helpers at any of the sessions. 
And finally before I finish can I ask you to show your appreciation for all the volunteer coaches who have worked so enthusiastically during the season. 



Election of Office bearers
Position				Proposed	Seconded
Patron: Earl of Elgin										
President- Alistair Low			Committee	Unanimous
Vice President 				
Secretary- Iain Hannah			Committee	Unanimous
Treasurer- Bob Anderson		Alistair Low	Alastair Nobel
Committee member -Alastair Noble	Committee	Unanimous
	

Contact will be made with Raith and Abbotshall Curling Club to determine which member of their club will be nominated for the role of Vice President. 
West Fife Province Representative Clubs for Season 2018/19
RCCC/SCOTTISH CURLING SCOTTISH PROVINCE CHAMPIONSHIP
Raith & Abbotshall CC as winners of the Province Mixed Knock out competition will represent the province 
Boreland 2 CC as runners up of the Province Mixed Knock out will be an additional rink if required
AREA 10 INTER PROVINCE BONSPIEL
i 	Boreland 2 CC as runners up in the Mixed Knock Out
ii	Aberdour Ladies CC as winners of the Ladies Knock Out
iii	Bank of Scotland CC as winners of the West Fife Province League 


[bookmark: _GoBack]
Competition Entries and updated office bearers
Clubs were reminded to return these to the secretary no later than 14th of May 2019 please. On line returns are preferable as I’m in the process of moving to a new house but there is a postal address if needed. If there have been changes to your club in terms of secretaries or match secretaries could you let me know as well. Many thanks

AOCB
1.	Two notes from Dunfermline CC regarding the Newly launched curling database and Scottish Curling Strategic Survey where noted
2. 	Change of fixture dates. Currently all the knock-out, pairs and ladies KO take place in the second half of the season (i.e. after New Year) are the clubs happy with this arrangement or would we prefer the fixtures to be spread out across the year. Those present indicated that the current arrangement is suitable and there was discussion regarding any changes of Ice times and Ice usage
3. 	Province contribution to the defibrillator. There was concern about the location of the defibrillator in the office during curling times and the method in alerting  the staff in the event of the defibrillator being required. Letter to be written to ice rink raising awareness of the defibrillator.
4.	Indoor grand match to take place October this year (2019) plans are afoot. Noted that West Fife province in favor of entering the Grand Match

With no further business meeting was closed at 8.40pm
	







