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Annual General Meeting
Kinross Curling , Kinross
Thursday 7th April 7pm for 7.30pm

Minutes

Present- Derek Laird, D Thomson, A Mitchell, S Rennie, S Barr, F Thomson, J Buchanan, D MacDonald, B Mayne, A Barr, R Stevenson, W Scott, J Stevenson, R Wood, A Noble, J Barr.


1. Apologies for absence

Robin Park, Kenny Kilgour, Dougie Forsyth, A. Johnston, D. Mercer, J. Stevenson, Robert Stevenson, G. Rae.

2. Previous minutes

Approve Minutes of AGM 6-13th April 2021.
Proposed- B. Mayne
Seconded- R. Stevenson


3. Matters arising from Minutes

None


4. Secretary’s Report

The season kicked off on 5th October with the Allan Hempseed Quaich. The winners were President Dave Thomson, Stuart Rennie and James Buchanan.  

This gives us 53 members plus 3 junior members, a good membership despite the recent disruption.

The sad news was passed to members in June that past long term member Alec Bowie had passed away. Alec was a past president of the club and had also been skip in his heyday. Several members attended Alec’s funeral.

We were able to hold a curling dinner again after missing 2020 due to covid restrictions. Only Inverkeithing curling supper was attended throughout this season. Guests attending were President Dave , Vice President Stewart and Piper Scott. Dougie Scott.


Thistle League
The winners of the Thistle League were Robbie Stevenson, Davie Laird, Graham Rae and Dave Cunningham. The second place was a closer affair with second going to; Grant Barr, Scott Barr, Donald MacDonald and James Buchanan. Davie Laird will be promoted to skip with other team members moving up a position. Wooden spoon will be awarded to unfortunate losers Dave Thomson, Colin Reid, John McLean and Doug Ritchie. 

Donald Whyte League
The Donald Whyte league winners cruised the season being unbeaten. These winners were Jamie Stevenson, Dave mercer, John McLean and Douglas Scott.

Mixed League
This year the winners were Jim Barr, Laura Ritchie, Alastair noble and Yvonne Wardrope.

Barry Stirling Trophy
This year with entries being low this was only played as a final. The winners were Stuart Barr, Jim Stevenson, Brian Mayne and Alan Barr. 

Dunfermline v Inverkeithing
Inverkeithing got a good thrashing with a score of 35-16. The trophy was presented to highest rink Grant Barr, Fraser Thomson, Rab Stevenson and John Geyer. 

Lochend Farm Shop Trophy
The winners this year were Robbie Stevenson, Alan Mitchell, Ian Simpson and Robin Ferguson. Second went to Alan Marshall, Rab Stevenson, Alan Barr and Dave Cunningham. In third were Dougie Templeton, Scott Barr, David Souter and Donald McDonald. Finally the neeps this time were Jim Barr, John Geyer, Eddie, McFarlane and Brian Mayne.  Well done to all the prize winners and thank you to the Silvera family for their kind sponsorship!

Dow Medal
Grant Barr, Davie Laird, Andrew Johnston and Ian Simpson were winners this year.

Festive Bonspiel
The winners were Grant Barr, Eddie McFarlane, Ken Young and John McLean. Coming in second were Jim Stevenson, Alistair noble, Willie Scott and Donald McDonald. Best jumper went to Santa Sumo. Many thanks to Brian Mayne and family for their kind sponsorship.
 
Neighbouring Clubs Bonspiel
This was not a night to be remembered with Dunfermline ending up down by eight shots overall. No names you know who you are. Boreland rink led by Bill Linton were the winners.

Centenary Plaque
This was a one-sided affair Alan Marshall took the prize with team Jim Barr, Colin Reid and Eddie McFarlane. 

Orwell Bonspiel
Dunfermline were winners by one up. The winning rink, up by seven were Robbie Stevenson, Derek Laird, Alan Barr and John Geyer.

Broomhall Bonspiel
Normal service was resumed this season with Dunfermline securing a 21-3 win. The winners by 10 up, were Robbie Stevenson, Stuart Rennie, John Geyer and Mike Quinn.

Kinross Rink Championship
Dunfermline beat Kinross 8-0. Winners were Grant Barr, Hamish Geyer, Scott Barr and Jim Barr keeping them right!

Club Pairs
After a nail-biting finish, winners were Fraser Thomson and Ewan Barr.


Mixed Bonspiel
The winners were Jane Barr, Crag Barr, Mary Mitchell and Mac Rennie.

Dunfermline v Markinch
The Shaw Bonspiel was easily retained by the winning Dunfermline Rink of Dave Thomson, Alistair Noble, Dave Mercer and Gav Hardie. 

Burt and Graham
There was an unfortunate clash with several other events and this one is probably better forgotten. Never before have there been eight defeats. Although I hear that the after-game drinks and jokes went down very well!

KCT League
Dunfermline were unbeaten for the season and were presented with the trophy after the last game after Grannying Kinross 8-0. Revenge!

John Stewart Double Rink K.O.
It started well, but Dunfermline forgot to turn up for the second game,

District Medal.
Came second!

West of Fife Province
The Mixed KO was won by Dunfermline CC lead by Allan Marshall
The Province League was much closer with 4 teams (including Dunfermline) finishing on 6 points. Boreland won on the having the greatest points and ends up.

The Pairs were won by Aberdour on a Last Stone Draw,

West Fife province won the Zermatt against East Fife with Boreland taking the Zermatt trophy home.

West Fife province defeated Ayrshire Province 24-15 in the Waldie Griffith.

Area 10

Fife & Kinross v Perth
Won by Perth with Airleywight Ladies being their highest up rink. Markinch were the highest up rink for Fife & Kinross. No Dunfermline rink!

George Sinclair Bonspiel
Hercules Ladies- Dunfermlines 10-2 victory over Markinch not enough.

Inter Province League
East of Fife Province (Markinch & Thornton) Dunfermline had good win 13-3 against Ceres but Boreland unfortunately lost to Kinross.

Inter Province Bonspiel no Dunfermline rink this year
West of Fife Province won (Bank of Scotland, Dalgety Bay and Aberdour ladies)
   

5.Treasurer’s Report 

AGM – 7th April 2022

The Club Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2022 are presented. The income & expenditure account report a surplus for the year of £589.22. The 2021/22 season represented a return to near normal operation and as a result the level of expenditure increased compared to the 20/21 Covid impacted season.

Balance sheet 
The Club continues to hold shares in Kirkcaldy Ice Rink at a cost of £150.  The main bank account stands at a balance of £6,200.80. Stock of Ties and badges stand at £177 (note we are now down to our last Tie so a redesign and/or a reorder will need to be actioned shortly). Debtors represent Ice dues outstanding and KCT junior rebate the latter of which will be claimed against first instalment of ice fees next season.  Eight club members are still in credit from the 2020/21 season for prepaid ice fees. This totals £352 and will be used against their 2022/23 ice fees. 

These Accounts are still to be reviewed by Fiona Haro, honorary auditor. 

The accounts were approved. Only comment noted was that there will be a requirement for additional club badges as we have members attending the forthcoming Canadian Tour.

Moving on to the proposals for membership and ice fees for next season.

Proposals 

Annual subscription/Ice Charges

As the cash reserves remain health the proposal is to maintain the annual membership at £55. – This was approved.

As the club has generated a healthy surplus over the last two years. Last year it was agreed that these surpluses should be ring fenced, to be used when curling returns to “normal”. The committee will consider options in the coming season.


Prepaid ice costs

Over the last few years, we have prepaid our ice commitment.  On the basis that this still holds a financial benefit to the members, it would seem appropriate to continue with this method of paying for our ice fees. As in previous seasons, the reduced prepaid ice cost will be passed directly on to the membership. - Approved


Secretary/Match Secretary Honoraria

Once again, we are recommending the status quo of £70.00 each for next year. A counter proposal from the floor recommended an increase to £100. This was seconded and agreed.



Honorary auditor 

Fiona Haro, Partner at Thomson Cooper Accountants will carry out the review of the financial statements for the year ended 31st March 2022.

I propose her reappointment for this position for the season 2022/23.                    Approved by J Stevenson
Seconded W Scott


6. Retiring President’s Report 


Good evening brother curlers.
I would firstly like to say how much I’ve enjoyed my term as president. While the first year was cut short, at least we have had a full season of curling this year.
Special congratulations to Robbie, Davie Laird, Graeme Rae and Dave Cunningham on winning the Thistle league, and good luck to Davie as skip next season.
But as there is a winner there must be a team to be relegated. If you looked at the table on the website, we started at the bottom and finished still at the bottom.
It was great to have the supper back again in November and it was a huge success. Thanks to Jim Barr for asking George Strang as guest speaker and thanks to Alistair Low (Inverkeithing) and to Alan Mitchell and Stewart Barr.
As someone said at the end “Good food, good speakers and good company makes for a great night”
I would like tom thank Stuart Rennie for all his hard work behind the scenes and also Derek Laird for all his work as secretary.
My last remaining duty is to present the Presidents prize. This year recipients curling seems to improve with age and would be my pick of the thirds. And is our treasurer, Alan Mitchell.
This leaves me now to propose my successor. I propose Stewart Barr as President!
Seconded J Stevenson


Incoming President (Stewart Barr)

Election of Vice President
Nominations J Geyer     
Proposed S Barr
Seconded R Stevenson

Election of Honorary Secretary/Match Secretary/Treasurer
Status Quo

Election of Honorary ‘Accounts Examiner’
Status Quo


Election of Representatives to R.C.C.C.
Secretary and president.

Election of Committee of Management 
J Geyer and Robbie Stevenson 3year term ends
Nominations Robbie Stevenson for re-election
Proposer J Barr
Seconder J Stevenson
Russell Wood
Proposed S Barr 
Seconded J Stevenson


Election of Skips and Competition Skips
On the basis of 12 Thistle rinks

List of Skips (alphabetical) from 2022 vote:
Craig Barr, Grant Barr, Jim Barr, Stewart Barr, Hamish Geyer, Davie Laird, Derek Laird, Alan Marshall, Jamie Stevenson, Jim Stevenson, Robbie, Stevenson, Fraser Thomson.
	
Grand Match Skips President and Vice President.

Presentation of 50-year medal. Brian Mayne was awarded with his medal from the RCCC.


Honorary Membership
Brian Mayne was awarded this Honour. 
Proposer D Thomson
Seconder S Barr


New members/resigning members/‘non playing’ members. 

Applications have been received from Craig Nelson, Malcolm Thomson, Robert Lamont, Allan Bowie, and a Junior Rory Stevenson.
These were unanimously approved.


Davie Souter has resigned from the club
Jimmy Lindsay has elected to become non-playing member.

7. Business

Supper Venue keep at Golf Club

Lomond League.
Decline invitation no interest.

Province at Kirkcaldy.
Due to the number of members no longer willing to curl at Kirkcaldy it was discussed if we could persuade West of Fife Province to move the league to Kinross or would we pull out these matches? We will approach the Province to see if they will consider a move perhaps with the possibility this would be Dunfermline’s final year at Kirkcaldy. It was suggested we could try to get some of the larger Province clubs on board. A Noble to take feedback to Province AGM.

Kinross Curling Trust Report

After the disruption to the 2020/21 season, it was a great relief to manage a full season of curling in 2021/22. However, COVID has hit us hard with ice income down by 20% on the last full season. This fairs pretty well against other curling rinks but it has caused us financial issues.  
This season, we will break even or incur a small operating deficit, which has never happened to us before. We have always managed to trade profitably, and any deficit was due to capital outlays. 
Next season, we will be faced with a 20% increase in our electricity costs, as the new contract starts on 1st April. Fortunately, this new contract was negotiated about two years ago, otherwise the increase would have been much greater. Our gas contract runs until 2025, so we shouldn’t have issues there. 
We are looking closely at all costs with a view to minimising them. Even allowing for any savings, it is almost certain that we will have to increase the ice prices. Most of them have been held for three years, so an increase is overdue.  
The bar sales have been most disappointing, and we are having a hard look at how it is run with a view to increasing the turnover and profitability. Any suggestions would be most welcome. 
Doug Ritchie 
22nd March 2022 

Province AGM 19th April Fife Ice Arena Kirkcaldy 7pm

Area 10 AGM tbc

Scottish Curling AGM tbc
8. AOCB


Skips meeting Thurs 28th April Golf club
WhatsApp group 
It was suggested a WhatsApp group could be set up for subs. Fraser Thomson offered to set up.

Meeting closed 20.46
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