ROYAL CALEDONIAN CURLING CLUB
AREA 10 – FIFE AND KINROSS

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Held at Kinross Ice Rink on 23rd April 2026 at 7.30pm

President John Taylor welcomed members to the meeting.  

PRESENT
John Taylor (Fossoway, President), Iain Rennick (Glenrothes, Vice-President and Secretary/Treasurer), Jim Barton (Inverkeithing), Stuart Biegala (Cupar), Bill Creevy (Largo and Kirkcaldy Coaching School), Michael Dougal (Glenfarg), Morag Erskine (Pitlessie), James Gibb (Markinch), Graham Lindsay (Forret), Craig Lindsay (Forret), Bill Linton (Bank of Scotland Fife), Rosemary McGuinness (Kinross Ladies), Jim Mason (Raith & Abbotshall), Harry Mitchell (Raith & Abbotshall), Ann Mitchell (Aberdour), Steve Jamieson (Boreland), Neil Millar (Falkland), Willie Nicol (Bank of Scotland), Kaye Paterson (Orwell Ladies), Sheona Reid (Glenfarg Ladies), Ian Sankey (Markinch), Gordon Thomson (Thornton), Willie Thomson (Loch Leven / Fossoway), Inese Vanaga (Hercules Ladies), Ronnie Wilson (Markinch), Kenny Wilson (Markinch). 
26 members representing 20 Clubs.

1. In Memoriam
A minute’s silence was held for Norma Anderson (Orwell Ladies), John Fairfield (Ceres CC), Mabel Garland (Hercules Ladies), Ian Mitchell (Cambo), Betty Mitchell (Cambo Ladies), John Mackay (Cupar CC), Nanette McCabe (Kennoway), Alistair McCabe (Kennoway), Ken Myles (Broomhall & Boreland), Pete Naismith (Ceres CC), Helen Neilson (Pitlessie CC), John Paul (Rothes CC), Tom Sommerville (Raith & Abbotshall) and Alison Soutar (Bank of Scotland)
Alistair McCabe was given a round of applause for his immense contribution to curling in Fife & Kinross, including spells as President of East of Fife Province, Fife & Kinross Area and the RCCC.  
2. Apologies
Derrick Brydie (Kennoway), Kate Drummond-Hay (Abdie Ladies), Jackie McQueen (St.Andrews) and Elinor Ritchie (Bank of Scotland). 

3. Minutes
Neil Millar (Falkland) pointed out that his name had been omitted from the list of those present.  Subject to this change, the minutes of the 2025 AGM, having been previously circulated, were agreed as proposed by Ron Wilson (Markinch), seconded by Neil Millar (Falkland).  

4. Matters Arising
Bill Linton (Bank of Scotland) raised concerns about Scottish Curling’s proposal to replace Areas with a new Members Forum which, from a reading of their minutes, appeared to have been endorsed by the Area Standing Committee (ASC).  President John thanked Bill for his comments which were well made and mirrored points made by himself and Iain at the ASC meetings.  He advised that the proposal was not being pursued at this time, but a modified version may be put forward for consultation in a year’s time at the 2027 RCCC AGM.  There was support for change in some parts of the country, perhaps because the Area and Province structure did not work as effectively there as in Fife & Kinross.  A key conclusion from the ASC discussions however was that a single solution would not work across all Areas, and that there should be flexibility for each Area and it’s Provinces to determine how to make any new structure work best for them.   

5. President’s Report

President John summarised some of the highlights from the past season:

Indoor Grand Match – a bit late in being organised, but a great success - not least at Kinross.  Over 1500+ curlers took part overall.  Extensively covered in the mainstream media.   IGM may be held every 4 years from now on to coincide with Olympic cycle.

Winter Olympics – generated unprecedented interest in curling.  More media and social media coverage in that month than in a normal year.  Rinks inundated with requests for Come & Try sessions, most of which have been fully booked.  Key was to retain that level of interest in curling through into the start of next season.  

Tours - five Fife & Kinross curlers had been selected for Scottish Curling’s touring team of 20 to the USA in January 2027.  

World events – Scottish Curling were keen to attract major events such as the Worlds in future years, perhaps in 2029.  Funding support was being explored.

Restructuring – as already discussed (under Matters Arising) the proposal raised at 2025 RCCC AGM for a new Members Forum to replace the ASC has been parked for now.  Restructuring proposals may be brought forward in 2027 flowing from the new strategy for Scottish Curling which was being developed.   Surveys had been issued to gather the views of members and clubs, and there had also been a number of online sessions.

Area Standing Committee – the ASC had met on 4 occasions, of which the most useful were the 2 joint sessions with the Scottish Curling Board.  The Board saw initiatives to support grassroots curling as a top priority.  These included: support available from the 3 Development Managers; workshops on how to attract and hold new members; development funding available to clubs to run their own Come & Try events; an accreditation scheme to raise standards of governance and help clubs provide a ‘safe’ environment for new members; and supporting inclusion of wheelchair and other disabled curlers.   

The efforts made by some Fife & Kinross clubs to grow their membership in the past season were acknowledged – e.g. Glenfarg, Pitlessie, Markinch, St. Andrews and Inverkeithing. 

6. Elections
John Taylor (Fossoway) and Iain Rennick (Glenrothes) were elected as President and Vice-President for 2 years at the 2025 AGM so remained in post for a further year.

There being no other nominations, Iain Rennick agreed to continue as Secretary / Treasurer for 2026-27.  

7. Competitions. 
The meeting congratulated the winners of the various Area competitions throughout the season:
· Fife & Kinross v Perth: won by Fife & Kinross (highest-up rink: Inverkeithing +7 shots)
· George Sinclair Bonspiel: won by Boreland (+11 shots)
· Inter Province Bonspiel: won by Loch Leven Province (Fossoway, Kinross and Loch Leven Province Ladies team)
· Inter Province League: won by Cupar Province (Abdie, Ceres and Forret)

The Secretary thanked clubs who had supported the various competitions and encouraged clubs to enter next season.  

8. Treasurers Report
The Accounts, having been checked by our Examiner, Bill Linton (Bank of Scotland Fife), had been circulated in advance to all clubs with the AGM Notice and posted on the Area website.  These were agreed as proposed by John Taylor and seconded by Willie Thomson (Loch Leven / Fossoway).  The Area had total funds at year end of £2379.16.

On current projections, the Entertainment Fund would be sufficient to cover the costs of the incoming Canadian Mens Tour in 2028.  The Treasurer therefore proposed keeping the Entertainment Levy at £2 per male curler, seconded by Craig Lindsay (Forret).  This was agreed by the meeting.

9. Coaching & Development Update
Bill Creevy (Largo) reported on the Kirkcaldy Coaching School’s activities over the season, and Jim Barton did likewise for Kinross.  The highlight at both rinks was the unprecedented demand for Try Curling sessions during and after the Winter Olympics in Cortina.  It was hoped that this would translate into new curlers for next season.  Both Bill and Jim emphasised the value of curlers introducing friends and/or family to the game as a way of growing club membership.   The meeting thanked all involved in coaching and development at both venues for their efforts.  

10. RCCC AGM
It was noted that this would be held at 2pm on Saturday 27 June at Borders Ice Rink in Kelso. 

11. AOCB
Kenny Wilson (Markinch) updated the meeting on discussions with management and staff at Kirkcaldy Ice Rink over ways in which the ice might be improved.  Some progress had been made over the past 2 seasons, and by most accounts the ice had been a little better over the season past.  The rink had a new manager who appeared open to further ideas.  Kinross had kindly agreed to loan them a ‘nipping bar’ to try out, and there were also plans to provide a frame to run stones on the ice before games.  The possibility of using volunteers to help prepare the ice (pebbling etc) would also be explored.  President John thanked Kenny for his efforts.   

The meeting closed at 8.28 pm with thanks to the Chair and Secretary and to Kinross Curling Trust for hosting. 
2

